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Heathcote, Mayor. 
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Tur. Special. tent. in Feſto 
Sanctorum Simonis oF 
Jude, ſcil. Die Dominico 
ææxviije die Octobris, 
1711. Annoq; R Rv 

Annæ, Magnæ Britan- 

; =Y it, Oe. Decimo. 


T is ered, That the 
| Thanks of this Court be gi. 

ven to Mr. Chambre, for his 
Sermon this Day Preach'd at the 
Guld- Hall Chapel, before the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen of 
this City ; And that he be De- 
{1rd to Print the fame. 
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The Duty and Neceſſity ofa Chiiſtian 
Converſation. 
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AND 


Court of Aldermen. 
AT 
Gmld-Hall Chapel, 
On Sunday, October 28. 1711. 
Being the Feaſt of St. * and Jude. 


By RICHARD CHAAMRR E, M. A. 


LOND O N: 


Printed for Joun Wra rt, at the Roſe in 


St. Paul's Church-Yard. 1711. 
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Jo the Right Honourable 


Sir Robert Beechcroft K, 
LORD-MAY OR 


Tu 


City of LONDON; 


AND 
To the Honourable 


Sir Gilbert Heathcote, K, 
Late LORD-MAYOR, 
And the Reſt of the 


Court of ALDERMEN; 


This plain D1scouRss, pub- 
liſh'd in Obedience to their 


Command, is humbly Dedi- 
cated by 


Their mot Obedient Servant, 


RIcHARD CHAMBRE, 


* 
ew. "33>. 42 . 
Yy WS Ts © 


, mo : 4 r "3. : 2 — 3 _ 
n * OP: 


a z 
” 4 
* 
Fg 

i 
* * 1 
Z 4 

* 

. a4 
s — 
* 
# 
— 
4 
* 
s 
* 
c 
* 
* 
* 
+ 
* 
* 
* — EE —— ———— : — — — a U 4 — „% — f ·%öé́—? :: - eat Den c® —P —2 — — - —U — CN” RT. — —„V 
of 
. . 2 r — — 2 — 
: — * — . —— —— can. — —— ro ern tribes — — — — — — * — —— 8 


PRIL. i. 27. former part. 


Only let your Converſation be as it becometh 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


OR the better underſtanding the De- 
ſign and Connexion of the Words, it 
may not be improper to obſerve, that 
St. Paul, when he wrote this Epiſtle, 

was a Priſoner at Rome for the Faith of Chri#, 

and does endeavour in this Chapter to comfort 
the Diſconſolate Philippi ans, under their Sorrow 
and Concern-for his Afflictions; and having made 
uſe of ſeveral Arguments for this Purpoſe (as, 

the farther Manifeſtation of the Goſpel occaſion d 
by his Bonds; the Effect which his exemplary 
Fortitude and ConFancy had upon others, to ani- 
mate and excite them to preach the Goſpel boldly, 
without Fear; the Benefit and Advantage he 
was likely to receive himſelf from thoſe Trials 
and Afflictions, no leſs than Eternal Salvation, 
and poſſibly a greater degree of Glory and Hap- 

pineſs in n the firm Perſwaſion he had, 

that his Life ſhould yet be ſpar'd, and himſelf be 
reſtor?d to them again, for the Eſtabliſpment of 

their Faith, and Confirmation of their Foy, &c.) 

He concludes, that ſince they had no true Rea- 
ſon upon any Account, to be concern'd and di- 

ſturb' d at his Sufferings, God in his all. wiſe Pro- 
vidence, ſo diſpoſing them for his own particu- 

lar private Advantage, and for the Benefit 
of the Chriſtian Church; inſtead of being fo 
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careſul and ſolicitous about him, or uneaſie at his 

Confinement, they ſhould be ſolicitous for them- | 

ſelves, and make this their Chief, and in a 

manner their only Care and Concern, that heir 

Converſation might be as it becometh the Goſpel of 

| Chriſt - They ould not ſuffer their great Care 

| for him, to make them thoughtleſs of themſelves, 
| and their Duty ; but ſhould always have a 

| [ principal Regard to what they were more eſpe- 

1 cially oblig'd to as Chriſtians, vis. ſo to live and 

It demean themſelves, in ſo harmleſs and becom- 
| ing a manner, as to bring Credit and Reputation 

| to Chriſtianity, and advance the Honour and 
Intereſt of that Religion they had embrac'd. 

it The Words are a brief Epitome of a Chri- 
| ſtian's Duty; or the Sum and Subſtance of Pra- 

1 ical Chriſtianity, or of what is requir'd of 
them, who profeſs themſelves the Diſciples and 
Followers of Chriſt Jeſus, and to embrace the 

Doctrine of the Goſpel, viz. That they walk 
worthy and becoming of it. In ſpeaking to 
which important Subject, I ſhall endeavour in 
my following Diſcourſe, 01 Foe 
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I. To open to you the Meaning of the Phraſe, 
and ſhew you what is meant by letting our 
Converſation be becoming the G0 

II. Propoſe ſome Motives to your Conſide- 
ration, to engage you to the Duty. 


—_— to 1 —_— . 1 1 ms & 


I. I ſhallendeavour to open to you the Mea- 
ning of the Phraſe, and ſhew you what is im- 
ply*d in it. And in order to this you may pleaſe 
to obſerve, that the original Word, r e, 
| ; which 
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which our Tranſlators have render'd, let your 
Converſation be, does properly relate to a City, 
and the Manners and Converſation of them that 
are free of it : Under which Notion of a City, 
we find the State of the Chriſtian Church ſome- 
times repreſented in Scripture ; as particularly, 
Rev. 11, 2. where it is ſaid, That the Gentiles, 
i. e. ſuch as either had not embrac'd Chriſtiani- 
ty, or elſe were baſely revolted from the Truth 
and Purity of it, ſhould tread the holy City under 
foot; that is plainly, the Church of Chriſt: And 
Chap. 21. 10. the Church is not only call'd the 
great City, but we meet with a particular De- 
ſcription of it under this Notion: And agree- 
ably to this, the Epheſans upon their embracing 
Chriſtianity, are ſaid to be Fellow-Citizens with 
the Saints, Eph. 2. 19. Members of the ſame 
City, viz. the Hoaſhold, or Church ef God, as 
the next Words explain it. And as every City, 
or incorporated Society, has certain Laws, which 
oblige every particular Member ot it : So the 


Goſpel is but a Syſtem or Summary of thoſe 


Rules and Precepts, which every Chriſtian, as 
a Member of the Church of Chriſt, does by his 
very Profeſſion oblige himſelf to obſerve and 
keep: And to let our Converſation be as it becom- 
eth the Goſpel, does in the general imply no more 
than this, That we ſhould take care to conform 
our ſelves to thoſe Rules of the CHriſtian Church, 
by believing and acting as the Goſpel does direct 
and oblige us to do. 

But to be more particular; As the Goſpe! or 
Chriſtian Religion is compounded of Doftrines and 
Precepts, i. e. of ſuch things as are to be 1 
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10 A StrmoON Preach'd © 82 85 
and practis'd by us, and of Motives and En- 
couragements to Obedience; the walking, or 


having our Converſation becoming it, does imply 
theſe Three Things. 


1. The maintaining and defending the Truths 
it delivers to us. gs | 

2. The acting agreeably to its Rules and Pre- 
cepts. | 5 
3. The living and behaving our ſelves as thoſe, 
who look for great and glorious Rewards in a- 
nother World. 3 


(1-)It implies the maintaining and defending 
the Truths and Doctrines of Chriſtianity ; the 
not ſuffering our Religion to be run down; but 
boldly ſtanding up in the Defence of ir, againſt. 
all Oppoſition whatſoever ; the being zealous 

inthe Cauſe of the Goſpel; and conſtant and cou- 
ragious in the Profeſſion of it. EN.” 
Chriſtianity has had its Enemies from the be- 
ginning, and met with very great Oppoſition 
from its firſt Plantation: The Devil through all 
Ages of the Chri/ſtzan Church, has been conſtant- 
Jy endeavouring to undermine it, and had bis 
Agents bulily employ*dto oppoſe and overthrow 
it; the Jews were ſtrangely inveterate againſt it, 
and the Pagan World perſecuted it with the grea- 
teſt Violence and Cruelty; Pride and Prejudice 
mightily egg'd Men on to deſtroy it, and there 
feem'd a general Combination of Mankind a- 
gainſt that Religion, which would impoſe Do- 
etrines upon them contrary, not only to their an- 
dilent receiv'd Principles and Notions, * | 
1 5 they 
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they thought, to their very Senſe and Reaſon 


too. And though, in ſpite of all the malicious 
Attempts of its Enemies to the contrary, Chri- 


ſtianity did afterwards get ſuch footing in the 


World, that there was ſcarce any Part of it 
which had not embrac'd it; yet it is too ſadly 


viſible, what a Havock its great Adverſary has 


ſince made in the Church of Chri# : So that 


even at this Day, beſides the ſcatter'd Remains 


of its ancient Enemies the Jews, the much grea- 
ter part of the Wotld are divided into Pagans 
and Mahometans, and become again fierce Op- 
poſers of the Goſpel: And what is ſtill more to 
be lamented, even in that ſmall part of the 


World which is Chriſtian, we ſhall meet with 


but too many that are Enemies to the Croſs of 
Chriſt, and find the Goſpel very ſtrongly batter d 
and aſſaulted, on one ſide by Hereſy, Superſti- 
tion, and Idolatry; and on the other, by the 
looſe Principles of Atheiſts and Deiſts, or the 
pre ſumptuous Impudence of prophane Scoffers 
and Buffoons; inſomuch that it is almoſt a Ra- 
rity to be in the Company of thoſe who pre- 
tend to any degree of Wit, and not hear the 
ſacred Truths of our Religion, not only call d 
in Queſtion, but even ridicul'd and laugh'd at. 

And as the Goſpel is thus on all ſides exposꝰd 
to the Inſults of its Enemies, He that would. 
walk, or have his Converſation becoming it, muſt 
be ready upon all Occaſions, to appear in its 
Defence, muſt neither be afraid or aſham'd to 
make a Confeſſion of his Faith, or ſuffer for the 
Truth, if he ſhould be calld to it. Thus did 
the Martyrs and Confeſſors of old advance their 
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ProfeFion, whoſe Death and Sufferings reflected 


no {mall Honour and Reputation upon Chriſtia- 


nit), and were very inſtrumental to the Growth 
and Progreſs of the Goſpel ; who took joyfully the 


ſpoiling of their Goods, and boldly confeſꝰ'd the 


Name of Grin, and maintain'd his Doctrine, 
thoꝰ they were ſure the cruelleſt Deaths, and 
moſt exquiſite Tortures were to be the certain 
Conſequence of it. Indeed, in Defence of a falſe 
Religion, Men ſometimes ſacrifice their Lives 
and Fortunes, but never in ſuch Numbers, as 
we read of the Primitive Chriſtians under the 
Heat heniſb Perſecutions ; and it was a great 
Argument of the Goodneſs of their Cauſe, that 
ſo many dar'd to venture their Lives for it, and 
all the moſt tempting Baits in the World could 
not ſeduce them, nor the moſt valuable Conſi- 
derations imaginable ofice influence, or move 


them from it. 


What Times we are reſerv'd for we know 
not, or how our Faith and Conſtancy may be 


aſſaulted: It is not many Ages ago, ſince even in 


our on Nation the Devil ſtirr d up a Perſecution 
againſt the ſincere Profeſſors of the Goſpel, and 
many underwent the fiery Tryal, and ſeal'd the 
Truth with their Blood; and it is very Notori- 
dus what Cruelties and Barbarities have been 
exercis'd upon our Proteſtant Brethren Abroad, 
thro” the Malice and Tyranny of Popiſh Op- 
preſſors: And ſhould this ever come to be our 
own Cafe, and we ſhould at any Time, or in 


any Place be call'd upon to confeſs the Faith of 

Obrist, or to ſuffer for it, we cannot act more 

becoming the Goſpel, than by hazarding our An 
for 
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for its Sake, and expreſſing our high Eſteem and 
Value for it, by declining no Danger upon its 
Account: This would be an Encouragement to 
others to embrace that Religion they ſee us ſo 
conſtant in the Proſeſſion of, and tend very much 
to the Credit and Propagation of it. 

And fince the Age we live in, does abound 
alſo with Enemies to Chriſtianity of another 
Nature, who don't attempt its Overthrow, by 
open Force and Violence ; but ſeck to ruin it 
by more ſecret Methods, by queſtioning its 
Principles, by deriding its Truths, and by en- 
deavouring by Scoff and Ridicule to bring it 
into Contempt; we ſhould be always ready to 
oppoſe ſuch Perſons and their Deſigus, and not 


tamely ſuffer our Religion to be run down, or 


our ſelves banter*d out of it; but be as zealous 
in maintaining and defending it, as they are in- 
duſtrious and vehement to overthrow it; that 
fo they may be aſham'd who trouble us, when 
they ſee our Conſtancy in the Faith, and the 
ſolid Grounds and unanſwerable Reaſons upon 
which our Faith is built. In this Caſe a coura- 


gious reſolute Temper is truly becoming a Chri- 


ſtian; and to be purely Paſſive in the Matter, or 
Silent when we hear the Goſpel abus'd and run 
down, is baſely to betray it; as tho? we had no- 
thing to ſay for it, or it were a Religion not to 
be defended: And upon this Account, he that 


has once embrac'd it, and will not afterwards. 


ſtand by it and maintain it, does it a much 
greater Diſhonour, than he that actually de- 
clines the Profeſſion of it. But farther, 


(2.) To 


14 A SERMON Preach'd 
(2.) To let our Converſation be as it becometh 
the Goſpel, is to walk agreeably to its Rules and 
Precepts, and live up to the Purity and Holineſs 
It enjoins us; to be diligent in the Practice of all 
Chriſtian Graces and Vertues, and to avoid every 
thing that is contrary to our Holy Religion; 
to exerciſe our ſelves always to keep a good Con- 
ſcience void of Offence, both towards God, and to- 
wards Man, and by holy and blameleſs Lives, zo 

adorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. 
He that would walk worthy of the Goſpel, 
mult not pretend to live at random, or do what 
he pleaſes; he muſt not be guided by his Luſts, 
or govern'd by his Paſſions; but mutt make the 
Word of God the Rule of his Actions, and mo- 
del and regulate his Converfation by it: To 
act otherwiſe, to indulge a looſe or ſinful Courſe 
of Life, and run counter to the Precepts of Ke- 
ligion; is to act unbecoming the Goſpel, to diſ- 
grace his Profeſſion, and bring a Scandal upon 
Chriſtianity. And therefore the Apoſtle does 
with very good Reaſon look upon thole as Ene- 
mies to the Croſs of Chriſt, who making an out- 
ward Profeſſion of Chriſtianiiy, were not care- 
ful to conform their Lives to the Purity of its 
Laws, Phil. 3.18. becauſe ſuch by their un- 
chriſtian Practices, did expoſe it to the Con- 
tempt of its Adverſaries, and give them occa- 

ſion to blaſpheme and ſpeak reproachfully of it. 
It is not the bare entring our ſelves into the 
Number of Chriſtians, that makes us walk becom- 
ing the Goſpel; the Glory of Religion conſiſting 
not in the Number, but in the Purity of its Vota- 
ries; But to adorn Chri#tjanity, is to live up to 
| | Its 


—— —— 


ö before the Lo RD' MAY OR. 15 


its Rules, and obſerve its Commands; they being 
all of them of that Nature, as to render thoſe that 
obſerve them purely harmleſs and inoffenſive; ſo 
Divine and rational, ſo per fective of our Nature, ſo 
excellent and refin'd, and ſo every way adapted 


to the Quiet and Happineſs of Mankind, as to 


reflect a particular Beauty and Luſtre upon that 
Religion that enjoins them. And as the Laws 
of Chriſtianity are thus pure and perfect, and 
every Grace has ſuch a commanding Quality to 
force Men's Love and Eſteem, a Chriſtian acts 
below himſelf, and the Dignity of his Proſeſſion, 
when he purſues any other Method of living, 
than what the Goſpel preſcribes; and then only 
is his Converſation truly becoming the Goſpel, when 
he acts and demeans himſelf conformably to 
thoſe Laws, and is exemplary in the Practice of 
all thoſe Graces and Vertues, which are the Or- 
naments of the Chriſtian Religion. 

But here I muſt obſerve to you, that as we 
are oblig'd to the Practice of all the Graces of 
of Chriſtianity in general; fo the Apoſtles ſeem 


to ſingle out, and recommend ſome particular 


Ones to us, as more eminently and peculiarly 
becoming the Goſpel: As namely, 

1. Humility and Meekneſs ; the entertaining a 
low and modeſt Opinion of our ſelyes ; the cur- 
bing the natural heat and fierceneſs of our Tem- 
per, and not ſuffering it to break out into Rage 
and Paſſion ; and the behaving our ſelves civilly 
and reſpect fully towards all Men. So St. Paul, 
exhorting the Epheſians to walk worthy of the Vo- 
cation wherewith they were called, i. e. of the Goſpel; 
and directing them how they ſhould do fo, = 

tells 
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tells them, it muſt be with ail lowlineſs aud meeł- 
neſs, with long · ſuffering, forbearing one another in 
Love, Eph. 4. 2. | 2] 
And indeed, ſuch a modeſt and humble, ſuch 
a mild and quiet Behaviour, does mightily inſi- 
nuate into Men's Eſteem, and even extort a 
Commendation from them; it carries ſomething 
ſo agreeable, ſo charming along with it, that 
they cannot but ſpeak well of it; and tends ſo 
naturally to the Good and Peace of Society, that 
they can't but have honourable Thoughts of 
that Religion that enjoins it: Whereas a haugh- 
ty and arrogant Temper, a turbulent and un- 
ruly Spirit, an impatient and fiery Diſpoſition, 
as they have a direct tendency to the breaking 
that good Correſpondence. there ſhould be be- 
tween Neighbours, to the promoting Quarrels 
and Diſputes in the World, and to the diſtur- 
bing the Quiet and Tranquility of Mankind; 
ſo for a Chriſtian to indulge or give a looſe to 


them, is plainly to act unbecoming his Profeſ- 


ſion, and to diſgrace that Religion he pretends 
to embrace. 
2. St. Paul does further recommend Peace and 
Unity to us, as becoming Ornaments of Chriſti- 
enity; directing us, if we would wall worthy of 
our Vocation, to keep the Unity of the Spirit, in 
the Bond of Peace, Eph. 4. 3. To ſtand faſt in one 
Spirit, with one Mina, Phil. 1. 22. To let nothing 
be done through Strife and Vain glory; and to do 
all things without Murmarings and Diſputings; 
and that for this very Purpoſe, that we may be 
blemeleſs and harmleſs, the Sons of God, without 
rebuke, is the midit of a crooked and perverſe 
ety? Nation, 


to live peaceably wit 
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Nation, among whom we (Chriſtians ſhould) ſhine 
as Liphts in the World : 1988 forth the Mord of 


* 
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Life, or recommending the Goſpel to others by 


ſuch an exemplary Converſation. Phil. 2. 3. 
14, 15. To follow after the things that make for 
Peace. Rom. 14. 19. And as much as hyeth in us 
þ all Men, Rom. 12. 18. 
Now what a noble Idea does it give us of 
Chriſtianity, when we conſider how its Precepts 
are thus adapted to promote Peace and Good- 
Will, and an entife Harmony and Agreement 


amongſt Mankind? And were its Directions but 


more univerſally follow'd, how delightful would 
it be, to ſee a People at perfect Unity among 
themſelves, and obſerve a Spirit of Peace and 
Love running through a Kingdom? How hap- 
py would it be for Mankind, did this Goſpel 
Temper more prevail in the World, and put a 

op to thoſe Heats and Diviſions; thoſe Feuds 
and Animoſities; thoſe Quarrels and Contentions, 
that are ſo common amongſt them? This would 
indeed be a Fig of Emblem of Heaven, a Re- 
ſetnblance of that bliſsful State, which the blef- 
ſed Angels and glorified Spirits are in Above, 
where an univerſal Harmony and Concord 
reigns; and conſtitutes a main part of their Fe- 
licity ; And were this our Cafe in this World, 
it might with ſome Reaſon tempt us to take up 


St. Peter's Words to our Savibar at his Trant- 


figuration, and lay, 1: is good for us to be here, 
and make us much more unwilling to leave the 
W rid, than r 
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But on the contrary, what a melancholy and 
diſagrẽeable Proſpect does it afford us, to ob- 
ſerve the very Reverſe of all this? To ſee a City, 
a. Church, a Nation ſo miſerably divided into 
Parties and Factions? To hear Men continually 


1. 


wrangling and diſputing, railing at and reviling 


one another 2 How ſhameful and abominable 
is it, to find a Society of Chriſtians running coun- 
ter the very Principles of their Religion; uſing 
all the little Arts they can think ot to ſupport 
their ſeveral Parties; to keep up Diviſions ; and 
to widen thoſe Wounds and Breaches, which, 
God knows, are but too ghaſtly: and dangerous 
already? And what a Reflection is it upon the 
Goſpel, to ſee thoſe very Perſons, who pretend 
to govern themſelves by its Rules, acting ma- 
nifeſtly againſt them; biting and devouring one 
another, and treating one another more like Ene- 
mies, than like Brethren or Chriſtians ? And this 
is ſtill more criminal and diſgracetul to our Holy 
Religion, when they who are the Ambaſſadors 
of the Prince of Peace, and oblig'd by their very 
Office to promote Peace: and Unity among 
Mankind, ſhall fo far forget their Character, as 
to become the Authors of Strife and Diſſenſion, 
an make it their Buſineſs to inflame and di- 
vide. | FIST 


4 


3. The Apoſtle further preſſeth See 


and Reſpect to Ralers and Magiſtrates, as another 
neceſſary Means of adorning the Doclrine of (30d 
our Saviour, Tit. 3. I. and elſewhere. At the 
very dawning of Chriſtianity, there roſe up cer- 
. tain Seducers in the Church, Perſons ot looſe 
and diſſolute Principles; who being told of that 

| ö Spiritua] 
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Spiritual Freedom the Goſpel did afford them 
from Sin, and the Obſervation of the Ceremo- 
nial Law, were preſently for carrying the Mat- 
ter further, and throwing off all Subjection even 
to Civil Government, as inconſiſtent with their 
Chriſtian Liberty ; and imagin'd themſelves by 
their very embracing Chriitianity, to be imme- 
diately freed from all Ties and Obligations to 
Obedience to their Princes and Governors. And 
as this was a very great Reflection upon the 
Chriſtian Religion, as tho? it countenanc'd Anar- 
chy, and encourag'd ſuch licentious Notions 
and Practices; ſo there is nothing more com- 
mon with the Apoſtles, than to take Occaſion 
in their Epiſtles, to condemn all ſuch Principles, 
as directly contrary to the Laws of Chriſtianity ; 
and to preſs Reverence and Subjection to Magi- 
ſtrates, and all in Authority, as indiſpenſibly, 
required by them; and to ſpeak of all Contempr 
of, and want of Duty and Reſpet to Rulers, 
as unlawful, and prohibited by the Goſpel, and 
no ways allowable in any one who profeſſeth 
himſelf a Chriſtian : And indeed, to ſuppoſe 
otherwiſe, would be to entertain a very unbe- 
coming Notion of the Goſpel, and make it ap- 
pear very abominable and odious in the Eyes of 
the World ; and therefore St. Peter looks upon 
ſuch filthy Dreamers, 'as St. Jude calls them, 
who deſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeak Evil of Dignities, 
who contemn and trample upon Magiſtracy, 
who inſult their Governors, and behave them- 


ſelves rudely and diſreſpectſully to thoſe that are 


in Authority, as a Scandal to their Profeſſion, 
as giving occaſion for the wo4y of Truth to be evil 


V 
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ſpoken of; and Spots and Blemiſhes in a Chriſtian 
Society, 2 Pet. 2.2, 10. But then, 

4. Though we don't meet with any parti- 
cular Precept or Direction to this Purpoſe, in 
the Writings of the Apoſtles; yet by the general 
Law of Chriſtianity, whereby all that embrace 
it are requir'd to walk worthy of it, even Ru- 
lers and Magiſtrates themſelves, are under an 
Obligation to promote the Honour and Reputa- 
tion of Religion, and adorn the Doctrine of 

Chriſt; by diligently anſwering the End of 

their Office and Commiſſion, and faithfully diſ- 

charging the Truſt repoſed in them; by laying 
aſide all little ſelf. intereſted Views and Defigas, 
and having a particular Regard to the publick 

Intereſt and Welfare; by promoting the Pra- 
Ctice of Vertue and Religion, and taking all 
Legal Methods for the ſuppreſſing Vice and Pro- 
phaneneſs, as being fer up and appointed by 
God, for the Puniſhment of Ewil-doers, and for 
the Praiſe of them that do well; and in a Word, 
by diſtributing Juſtice fairly and impartially, 
without any regard to Intereſt or Party, or any 
other outward Conſideration whatſoever : And 
that Governour who does thus faithfully and con- 
ſcientiouſly diſcharge his Duty in all Reſpects, 

as he advances his own Honour thereby, ſo does 
he in a very eminent Degree keep up the Credit 
and Reputation of Chriſtianity too, and wall be- 

coming the Goſpel. G 


Theſe are ſome of thoſe particular Duties 
which the Apoſtles recommend to our Practice, 
as more ſignally Ornamental to our Holy Reli- 
gion; all which, tho' they are highly becom- 


ing 
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ing a Chriſtian, yet does not the particular men- 


tion of them exclude, or excuſe us from the 
Practice of all the reſt ; as tho? it were a thing 
indifferent, whether we would practiſe the o- 
thers or no, or the Honour of our Religion were 
ſufficiently ſecur'd without them: No; he that 
would walk worthy of the Goſpel, muſt look 
upon himſelf oblig'd to the Exerciſe of all Chri- 
ſtian Graces in general, and to be Holy and 
Exemplary, not only in ſome particular Inſtan- 
ces, but in all Converſation and Godlineſs; and to 
endeavour by all Means, by univerſal Holineſs 
and Obedience, that his Actions may be agree- 
able to the Precepts and Principles of Chriſtiani- 
tz; every Tranſgreſſion of any part of the E- 
vangelical Law, being' a Breach of our Duty, 
and a Blot upon our Profeſſion. 


(3.) To let our Converſation be as it becometh 
tbe Goſpel, does imply farther, the acting and 
behaving our ſelves as thoſe, who profeſs to 
look for great and glorious Rewards in another 
World. The Bleſſings and Rewards of Chri- 


ſtianity are tranſcendently Great and Excellent, 


ſurpaſſing all that we can conceive or imagine ; 
but for the generality, they are future and un- 
ſeen ; and he that pretends to be a Chriſtian, if 
he underftand any thing at all of his Religion, doth 
profeſs his Hopes of ſuch unſpeakable Happineſs 
hereafter, as the Reward of his Obedience here: 
And he that looks for ſuch good Things to 


come, muſt certainly live and act aſter another 


manner, than he that has no expectation at all: 
He that does not believe a future State of Hap- 
pineſs, cannot be ſuppos'd to be at any pains 

| | to 
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to look after it, but will confine his Wiſhes and 
Deſires, his Thoughts and Endeavours to the 
Enjoyments of this preſent Life: But every one that 
hath this hope in him, as St. John ſpeaks, purifieth 


himſelf, even as God is pure, 1 Joh. 3. 3. and will 


endeavour by all requiſite Means, to fit and qua- 
lifie himſelf for that State of Bleſſedneſs he hopes 


for. 


it ſhould ſet him upon the Practice of all Grace 
and Vertue, and make him careful to ſerve and 


pleaſe God, the Author and Fountain of all our 


Happineſs; it ſhould ſupport him under Trou- 
ble, and make him patient under Affliction; it 
ſhould teach him not to be terrified or uneaſie 


at the Thoughts of his Diſſolution, and take a- 
way all his Fears of Death; it ſhould arm him 
againſt Temptations, and ſecure him againſt all 


Allurements to Evil ; it ſhould animate him to 


Conſtancy and Perſeverance in the Faith, and 


diſpoſe him not to think much of any Sufferings 
he may undergo for the Sake of the Goſpel, 
which ſhall in the End receive ſuch a glorious 


recompence of Reward; in a Word, it ſhould raiſe 


his T houghts from Earth to Heaven, and incline 
him to fix his Heart there, where he | profeſſeth 


his Treaſure and his Happineſs to be: It does not 
at all become him to let his Affections be grove- 
ling upon the Earth; it is below a n 

5 Wa 


\ ; | 


A Chriſtian's Life and Converſation ought to 
be anſwerable to his Hopes; it is not for him to 
live as others do, who hath ſuch great Encou - 
ragement to live otherwiſe: This Hope ſhould 
quicken him to his Duty, and to a diligent En- 
dea vour to obtain the Bleſſings he has in view; 


. e e 0 


E TPAY HF Fn a 


| 


of the glorious Rewards of Chriſtianit), a Man's 
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who has ſuch glorious Things in view, who has 


N 


ſuch a Proſpect of Divine and Spiritual Pleaſure 


before him, to be hunting after Carnal Joys, or 
purſuing only a little brutal Satisfaction. | 

It is a very rea ſonable Direction of the Apoſtle, 
Col. 3. 1. That if we be riſen with Chriſt, and by 
Baptiſm incorporated into his Church, and made 
Partakers of a Chriſtian Hope ; we ſhould ſeek 
thoſe Things that are Above, and ſet our Affecti- 
ons on Things Above, and not on Things on the 
Earth: We ſhould live up ro our Expectations 
of future Joy and Happineſs, and have noble and 
aſpiring Thoughts, proportionable to the Ob- 


ject of our Hope: He that is not thus influenc*d, 


by thoſe Hopes Chriſtianity gives him of a State 
of endleſs Happineſs in the next Life, does diſ- 
grace his Profeſſion, and ſeem to believe nothing 
at all of that Glory and Felicity, which the Go- 
ſpel propounds to us, or not to think them 
Worth his looking after. And therefore the 
Apoſtle in that foremention'd, Phil. 3. 18, 19. 
looks upon them as Enemies to Chriſtianity, whoſe 
God is their Belly, who mind Earthly Things; who 
only ſeek a little temporal Eaſe and Pleaſure, 


but ate not at all ſolicitous about Celeſtial Hap- 
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Achriſtius Converſation ought to be in Hea- 


ven; his Heart, his Soul, his Affections, his 


Deſires, his Endeavours; his Aims and Deſigns, 


ſhould all be tending thither ; there is the Hap- 


pineſs he looks for, and thither ſhould his 


Thoughts 3nd Wiſhes be continually aſcending : 
And,when by the aſſuted Hope and ExpeQtation 
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Soul once tun d up to that pitch, Sun be can 


readily endure any thing for the Sake of Chri# 


and his Geſpel; can diſintangle his Affections 
from the World. and deſpiſe all the Traſh and 


Vanities of this Earth; then does he behave 


himſelf like a Chriſtian; then is his Converſation 
sruly becoming the Goſpel. But I haſten to the 
next thing 1 propos d, which was, 


TI. To offer ſome Motives to your Conſides 


ration, to enforce the Duty upon you; and for 


this Purpoſe, I ſhall only deſire you to conſider, 
the great Miſchief and Dagger of das amy 43 it; 
a8 it is, | 


T. A Manifeſt Abuſe of the Gootinels of God 
to us, in calling us to the Knowledge of his 


Goſpel, and making us Partakers of the Privi- 


leges of it; and a defeating his gracious Pur- 
poſes and Deſigns therein. et 

2. A very bigh Affront to out Bleſſed Sal. 
our, and a Senna! and Reproach- "oe his 
Religion. 

83 moſt certain Meansof depribing outſelves 
of all the happy Privileges and Advantages of 


_ Chriſtianity, and of expoſing our ſel ves to inevitas 


ble Miſery and Ruin in the other World: And, 
4. As it may be an occaſion of draw ing down 
the Divine: Judgments chk the Col 4 chm 
to Which WE belong. e 
0 1 ry Not to have ar (anti fuſes beewltag ma 
| Goſpel, is to abuſe the Mercy arid 'Gootmeſs of 
Able * and tò defeat his gracious Pur- 
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poſes and Deſigns, in calling us to the Know- 


ledge of it. The All-wiſe God in all his Actions 
and Diſpenſations towards us, has ſtill a regard 
to our Happineſs, as well as to his own Glory; 
This was the End for which he created us at 
firſt ; and this alſo was his kind Intention, in 
calling us out of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light, 
and tranſlating us into the Kingdom of his deay 
Son, Sad and miſerable indeed was our Con- 
dition in the Days of our heatheniſh Blindneſs 
and Ignorance ; when, as the Apoſtle deſcribes 
it, Eph. 2. 12. we were without Chrift, were ig- 


norant of him, and without any Intereſt in the 


Merits of his Sufferings; Were Aliens from the 
Common. wealth of Jjrael, or had no Communion 
with, or Relation to the Church of God ; And 
conſequently were Strangers from the Covenants of 
Promiſe, or without any Title to the Privileges 
and Bleſſings of the Evangelical Covenant, and 
having no manner of claim ro the Promiſe of 
Redemption by Chri/t ; Having no Hope, i. e. 
no ſolid Ground to build our Hopes of Pardon 
and Salvation upon; and without God, i. e. with- 
out the Knowledge or Worſhip of the trae God 
in the World, This is the unhappy State of the 
Pagan World at this Day; and this was once 
our own deplorable Caſe, until God, who ig rich 


in Mercy, and abundant in Compaſſion, for his great 


Love wherewith he loved as, was pleaſed, by re- 
vealing the Goſpel of his Son to us, and diſpo- 
ſing us by his Spirit to receive and embrace it, 
to deliver us out of it. So that now our Con- 
dition is exceedingly alter'd for the better; and 
we who ſometimes were farof, were at a diltance 


from 
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from God, and out of the Road of Salvation, 
are now made nigh in Christ Feſus, or by Virtue | 
of our Union with Chri#, and Faith in him, | 
are entitled to all the Benefits and Privileges of 
the Chriſtian Church, as well as any other of its 
Members. And wherefore was this Grace and 
Favour ſhewn us? Was it that we ſhould live 
as we pleaſe, according to our own Schemes and 
Notions ? Was it that we ſhould the more free- 
ly indulge our Lufls, and gratifie our corrupt 

\ Inclinations? Was it that we ſhould take a 
greater liberty to Sin, and live the fame ſenſual 
ungodly Lives we did before? No certainly; 

it was that we ſhould 20 long er live to our ſelues, 

| but unto God, i. e. to his Service, and according 

to thoſe Rules and Methods of living that he has 

preſcrib'd us; and that we ſhould ſhem forth the 

Praiſes of him, who hath called us into this glo- 

1 rious and excellent State: That we ſhould be 

exemplary in the Practice of all Chriſtian Graces, 

| and behave our ſelves in ſo becoming a man- 

ner, that Men ſeeing our good Works, and behold- 

| ing our blameleſs Converſation in Chriſt, might glo- 

rifie our Father which is in Heaven; And to act 

other wiſe ; to live either below, or contrary to 

2 the Purity and Simplicity of the Goſpel, is plain- 

| lyico fruſtrate the Divine Intentions in this Mat- 

ter, and caſt a manifeſt Contempt upon God's 

Goodnefs: When he has been pleas'd to do ſo | 

| much for us, to oblige us by fo ſignal a Benefit; 

| the leaſt that we can do, is to devote our ſelves 
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N to his Service, and endeavour to anſwer his 
©. Expectations from us, by living up to the Dig- 
nity of our Proteſhon, and agreeably to the 
TR: Precepts 
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Precepts of our Holy Religion: And when we 
refuſe to do this, when ſo great an Inſtance of 
Kindneſs ſhall not have force enough to engage 
us to ſo reaſonable a Duty, we act not only 
contrary to the Rules of Chriſtianity, but to the 
common Principles of Gratitude and Humani- 
ty too. | 
( (2.) To live otherwiſe than it berometh 
the : Goſpel, is a very high Afﬀront to our 
Bleſſed Saviour, and a very ſenſible Re- 
proach and Reflection upon his Religion. When 
He came down from Heaven on purpoſe to 
reſcue us out of the unhappy Condition 
we were in, and declare the glad Tydings 
of Salvation to us; to reveal to us all neceffary 
Truths, and give us a clearer view of our Du- 
ty than ever we had before; to redeem ws from 
all Iniquity, and puriſie us to himſelf a peculiar 
People, zealous of good Works; to exalt us to the 
high Honour of being the adopted Sons of God, 
and Co-heirs with himſelf to all the Glory 
and Happineſs of Heaven: If after all this, and 
our pretending to embrace his Doctrine, and 
own him for our Lord, by a ſinful and ſcanda- 
lous Behaviour we difgrace our Profeſſion; and 
walk anworthy of our Vocation, We do in 
effect declare to the World, that our Profeſ- 
ſion is all a Cheat, and that we don't be- 
lieve thoſe very Truths we would ſeem to 
embrace; we make our Bleſſed Lord himſelf 
little leſs than a Lyar or Impoſtor, one not wor- 
thy to be credited or regarded by us; and all 
our pretended Submiſſion to him, and calling 
4m Lord, Lord, is but like that Zarcaſtical Be- 
D 2 haviour 
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haviour of the Soldiers towards him at his Ar- 
raignment, when in Deriſion they bowed the Mues 
before him, and ſaid, Hail, Ming of the Jews, 
Matt. 27. 29. or like that traiterous act of Judas, 
who ſaluted him with the formal Title of Ma- 
fter, at the ſame time that he baſely betray'd him 
to his Enemies, Matt. 26. 49. A greater: Moc- 
kery and Affront we cannot poſſibly put upon 
him, than to profeſs our ſelves his Diſciples and 
Followers, and not mind a Word he ſays; or 
call our ſelves his Subjects, without taking; care 
to do any of thoſe things Which he commands 
us: And what he himſelt thinks of ſuch format 
Profeſſors of him, we may learn from his own 
Words, Matt. 7. 23. That he never knew them, 
2. . That he will not look upon, or own them 
for his Diſciples: And what {hall besthe end of 
ſuch. Men, he has told us alſo, Matt. 24. 5 1. iE. 
That he will cut them aſunder, and appoint them 
their Portion with the Hypocrites; where there ſpall 
be weeping and pnaſhing of Teeth. 7.3 es 

But then as by not living anſwerably to our 
Chriſtian Calling, we do thus mock and affront our 
Bleſſed Lord; ſo do we bring a Blemiſh and Re- 
nroach upon Chriſtzanity too; expoſing it to the 
Scorn and Inſults of its Enemies, and giving them 
too great occaſion to think meanlyand contempti- 
bly of it. We cannot take a more effectual Method 
to ruin the Credit and lutereſt of the Goſpel, than 
by walking unſuitably to it: Men commonly 
judge of a Religion by the outward Practice and 
Behaviour of thoſe who profeſs it; and not- 
withſtanding the Purity and Strictneſs of thoſe 
Kules we pretend to be govern'd by, * our 
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Lives be not agreeable to them, they will be 
ready to reflect upon Chriſtianity, as indulging 
us in thoſe Liberties we take, and take occation 
from every unbecoming Action we are guilty of, 
to ridicule and run it down. So that if we have 
any Concern for our Holy Religion, any Re- 
gard to its Honour and Reputation, it ſhould 
engage us to behave our ſelves in fo harmleſs. 
and inoffenfive a manner, that its Enemies 4 
have no evil thing to ſay of us, nor the Name of 
Chriſt be blaſphem*d thro' our Means; and to 
Wen to have our Cover ſation ſo bicoming 
tGoſpel, as that we may flop the Months of 
Gain. ſayers, and even force them to think and 
ſpeak honourably of it. | J 
(3) A Converſation unbecoming the Goſpel, is 
the moſt ceffin and effectual Means to deprive 
us of all the Benefits and Privileges of QMriſtia. 
zity, and to expoſe us to Eternal Miſery and 

For the Privileges and Bleſſings of the Goſpel 
are not common to all that are with in the 
Pale of the viſible Church, and profeſs them- 
felves Members of it; but are appropriated on- 
ly to thoſe; who by Faith and Holineſs do qua- 
life themſelves for them: As for Nominal Chri- 


fians, ſuch as are Chriſtians in Name and Pro- 


feſſion only, they have no Lot or Portion in theſe 
Matrers: They partake indeed of ſome external 
Privileges, ſuch as the Sacraments, the Preach- 
ing of the Word, and other outward Ordinan- 
ces of Religion : But as for inward and Spiri- 
tual Bleſſings, the Graces and Conſolations of 
the Holy Spirit, the Adoption, or the * of 
WS eing. 
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being the Sons of Goa, the Promiſes, Gr. they 


are not at all entitled to them: To think that 
our bare Admiſſion into the Church of Chritt, 
or making a formal Profeſſion of the Goſpel, is 
ſufficient to give us a Right to theſe Benefits, is 
ſadly to impoſe upon our ſelves: For in Truth 
he is not a Chriſtian who is one outwardly only, 
in ſhew and appearance; and it is a very great 
Abſurdity and Preſumption for him who is no 
Chriſtian, to pretend any Claim to a Chriſtian's 
Reward. ei. 5 557 tek 0 
And as by an unbecoming Converſation, we 
do thus forfeit our Title to the Happy Privile- 
ges and Advantages of Chriſtianity; fo do we 
expoſe our ſelves alſo to Eternal Miſery and 
Torment in the next Liſe. For the Wrath of God 
is revealed ſrom Heaven, ſays the Apoſtle, (wiz. 
in thoſe ſevere Threatfings he has denounc'd) 
eg ainit all Ungoalineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men, 


who hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs ; even againſt 


them who ſin againſt Natural Light only, 
and much more againſt thoſe wh6 enjoy the 
Glorious Light, and make a Profeſſion of the 
Goſpel, but don't walk anſwerably to it: And 
better would it have been for ſuch, if they had 
1 heard of Chri#, or been made acquainted 
with the Truths and Precepts of Chriſtianity, 
than after they have known and embrac'd them, 
not to regulate their Lives accordingly ; their 
Abuſe of God's Mercy, their Hy pocriſie and Diſ- 
ſimulation, heir trampling under Foot the precious 


Blood of the Son of God, and expoſing him and 


his Religion to open Shame by their unchriſti- 


ledge 
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ledge they ſin againſt, ſerving to render their 
Puniſhment the more ſharp and ſevere, as well 
as the more ſure and certain. I ſhall but juſt add 
further, 9 7 K\ 
( 4.) That the miſchievous Effects of not order- * 
ing our Converſation aright, and as it becometh the 
Goſpel, are yet of a more publick and extenſive 
ature than this, and don't only affect our ſelves 
in particular, but in a great meaſure the City, 
or Nation allo to which we belong, by drawing 
down the Divine Judgments upon them, and 
helping forward their Deſtruction. For pub- 
lick Bodies and Societies are only puniſhable in 
this World; and when a People have once fill'd 
up the meaſure of their Iniquities, God will 
ſooner or later ariſe and take Vengeance on 
them, and diſplay his Juſtice, in inflicting fome 
exemplary Puniſhment upon them for their 
W ickedneſs: And we do ſo far contribute to thoſe 
Miſeries and Calamities, God may ſee fit at any 
time to bring upon our Country, and haſten its 
Ruin, as by diſgracing our Proſeſſion, and act- 
ing contrary to the Rules of Chriſtianity, we add 
to the meaſure of its Sins, and ripen it for Judg- 
ment. Fit 


Thus have I endeavour'd to ſhew you what 
it is to have your Converſation as it becometh the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and the great Reaſon and Ne- 
ceſſity of putting the Precept in Practice; and no- 
thing further remains for me to do, but to deſire 
you in a Word, from what has been ſaid, to be 
perſwaded to live as Chriſtians ſhould do, and to 
walk becoming your Profeſſion; to conform your 
felves to the Principles of your Holy * 
| an 
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| and both to believe and act as the Goſpel dire 


1 


ou; and to labour to be more and mag g ſta- 
i{h'd in the Faith of ChriF, and to abound in 
all Chriſtian Graces and Vertues; that ſo you may 
live up to the Dignity of your Character, and no 
ways diſgrace that Sacred Name by which you 
are call'd; and that by ſuch an Evangelical Con- 
verſation, you may recommend your ſelves to the 
Divine: Favour and Mercy, and prevent thoſe 
Eternal Torments, which a contrary. Life and 
Practice would expoſe you to; and by taking 
this moſt effectual Method to avert God's Judg- 
ments from, and to draw down the Bleſſings of 
Heaven upon this Ciry and Nation, you may at 
once ſhew your ſelves good Subjects, and good 
Citizens, as well as good Chriſtians. 

And may our Land for ever remain the Object 
of the Divine Care and Protection, and we al- 
ways enjoy our preſent happy Conſtitution both 
in Church and State: May the Bleſſing of God 
reſt upon this great City in particular, and con- 
tinue it always Great and Flouriſhing: May its 
Magiſtrates from time to time be Mew fearing 


3 „aud hating Covetouſneſs , conſtantly in- 
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ſpir'd with a hearty Concern for its Happineſs, 


and zealous to promote its Welfare to the utmoſt 
_ of their Power: May its Inhabitants lay aſide all 
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„heir. Anhappy Feuds and Animoſities, and mind 
and regard its true Intereſt: May Faction and 
Diſſenſion from henceforth ceaſe in it, and 
Vertue and Religion, Peace and Plenty, for ever 
flouriſh and abound therein: And may the lateſt 
Generations of the World find it, what it has 
hitherto been. 4 Name, and 4 Praiſe among all 
People of the Earth. 1 EGO 
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